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“hino nntil after Pearl ¥arber wore renrecented as follavs.

1. Tugoslay laterests ir

Prior to the Bueslion abdon In 1917 By the Avtensy sed Coneulatea of the
Imperisl Russian governua

Iater, and watdl Mevch 1937 {when Cmecheslowakis mna arpexed by Germany): Ty
Czechaslickak diplomatic werwezertatives. .

Fran 18 Augast 1939 to April 1941 (when France wan cecupind by the Gowvwrn awmy )
By the French govariment,

From Apeil to Decembar J84L: By the Grest Censviste {ip She

After 8 December 194i: Ey the Aszrciation of Yuzosiay Residente in China S mder
instructions frer the Jupanese suthorities.

2. The Assccistion of Tugeslaw Residents in China was formed in 1937 as a ewliawesl
center of the Tugoslsy cormmnity, The Execubtive Uownittee of the Asgociztion imelmd.:
the folluming:

E. F. Boshieh (Secic), chairsan
B. I, Borkevicn {Berkewic), vice chairmany address, apertment 143 Astor do
17 Bangpoo foed, Shenghsi 17 R, Dorkovite, #0 Twain: ;
. Berkovitch, head of the shipping depsripmant of
22 Hapking Resd, Shonghail.
V. Bordieh (I
Saptadr I,
¥. Francsovich {Frarasos)
B, Voulzch (Tuoide, fiest
Mrs. N Vevich, 1071 Bas tefa

vervabarvy; adlress, °©
; second gecrabary,
e bheamuer; addeen
controller, 1562/0.0
£ . BROReR 23k
Chocolate and Qurdy Fachory, office ot IL5 Pars Nobar
L. Zorak, gecond centeailer; sddweas 39 Chaews 0
According te . P. Bechich, the total newbership of Ghe Associstion was 130 pers
including those registered 2f the Itnlian Consulste General, (After the oceupation
of Yugoslavia by the Germarn Army and the creabion of the Independent Croatian State,
Croatians in China wers representec by the Itaiisn fmbasey and Consulates).

3. Yugoslav subjects of Croat

e ardgin totaled thirty-four,of whom twenby-thrze ward
Iscal residents and zleven wers erew nmenhers vhe 82, Tonlslav, 7

which hed bean saized by > Thelizn authe sz in Shanghal.
perecns were coglzbered under the protecticn of the Ytalian Consir
thiz new gbate of Urossia iz Lormed. arioyed Croatiang recelwed §i
assistance from the Ttalian Censulate Conersl until Sephemb
Consulate was closed; after that, the Croatisns ar nrozched ths Gervay
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General for protection and financisl assistance. The German Consulate General
requested them to farm the "Croatian Committee in Shanghai", of which the
following werec the officials: .

¥, Favitch (Pavic), chairman; address, 92 Rue Marcel Tillot, telephone £3033.

J. ¥ranchich (Francic), vice chairman; address, 1130 East Broadway, Shanghai
(? Y. li. Franchich, managar-proprietor~chemist of the Yugo-Slavian Pharmacy,
1130 East Broadway, Shanghai).

T. Peldwari (Feldvari), treasurer; address, 167 Broadway.

S. Krile, secretary; address, 100/3 Route Paul Henry,
The poor financial condition of Croatians in Shanghai was the main reason for
their coming under Italian protection. Many destitute Serblans also applied for
admission to the "Croatian Committee in Shanghai" but were refused. .After the
capitulation of Japan, the "Croatian Committee in Shanghaiautomatically ceased
to function.

During World War II the ninety-six Yugoslav citizens in Shanghal who remained
loyal to King Peter and the Yugoslav Government-in-exdile in London were in ~
critical economic condition. 3ix per cent had sufficient means of support;
fourty-four per cent were watehmen, minor employees, etc., who received very
1s:  pay; the remaining fifty per cent needed finaneial assistance, which

E. P. Bechich attempted to obtain fram Yugoslavic after the capitulation of
Japan. s

On 8 October 194k, Bechich, as chairman of the Association of Yugoslav Reaidents

‘in China, sent a petition to the Yugoslav Minister in Mosoow that Yugoslav

nationals in China be repatriated through the USSR, On 11 June 1945 a telegran
was received by Molchanov, Press Attache of tle Shonghai Soviet Consulate, from
the Soviet Embassy in Tokyc. The telegram stated that Yugoslav nationals could
obtain from the Soviet Consulate Ceneral in Harbin or Dairen transit visas for
traveling to Yugoslavin via the US3R. In May 1946 eighteon Yugoslav citizens,
most of whom were members of the SS. Tonislav, left Shanghei for Yugoslavia via
the USSR on board the SS. Smolny. Their passage was paid by the Yugoslav
Government. The crew of the Tomislav were recalled because Yugoslavia at that
time was organizing its own mercantile fleet and navy - needed anecialists,

In June 1945 a meeting of the Association of Yugoslav Residents in Chiic was held.
During this meeting, a group of members - mostly persons of doubtful character —
criticized Bachich and requested that he account for the money which he had re-
ceived for the financial support of destitute members., The other grour present
at the meeting supported Bechich. The presence of representatives of the Shanghai
Munieipal Police prevented any disturtances. The opposition group proposed

S, Zvetanovich (Zvetanovic) as the future chairmnn of the Association but the
meeting was closed before anyone was elected. A few days later Bechich was
assaulted by a group of Yugoslav residents headed by Varga (full name unknown).
Bechich complained to the pclice, who questioned the group but took no action
against them,

After August 1945 Bechich contimued to represent the Yugoslav community because
he had close comnections with leading Soviet officials ineluding Shanghai Soviet
Consul General Khalinj V. N. Rogov, director of the Far East Department of TASS,
Shanghal; and Vice Consul P. A. Sergeyev, Bechich assisted in the repatriation of
Yugoslav nationzls on the SS. Smolny and issued monetary subsidies to them.

In August 1947 an announcement appeared in the local Soviet daily papers signed
by S. Zvetanovich (sec paragraph 6) that the re~registration of Yugoslav citizens

would take place at his house on Hua Kee Avenue, Bubbling Well Road., Only a part
of the Yugoslav community appeared at this registration. '
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9. Between 15 and 20 December 1947 Yugoalav citizens in Shanghai registered under

the auspices of the Soviat Consulate. The form filled out included the fellowing:
full name; date and place of birth; education and rrofession; date of arrival in
China and from what place arrived; any property owned in China; family status;
desirs for repatriation; if so, speclfy whether at personal expense or by the
Yugoslav Gevernment., OFf the thirty-four persons who registered, the mjority
were Croatians, supporters of Marshal Tito. These persons have "Speciel Certificates!
issued by the Soviet Consulate on which is mentioned that the bearar is a
Yugoslav citizen under the protection of the Soviet Consulate. All of these
thirty-four are more or less pro=Soviet. Thay have the right to visit the Central
Soviet Club as permanent guests., During Wordd Var IT in Shanghal, most of these
persons were mambers of the Yugoslav Section of the All-5lav Union. Bechich was
head of this section in Shanghal(until 1945),

There are about twelve Serbians in Shanghai who remain loyal to King Peter and the
Yugoslav Govermment-in-exile. These people,who are closely connected with the White
Russian community in Shanghai, are anti-Communist and consider Tito a Soviet puppet.
Close relations are maintained with Archbishop John through Maksimovich (Maxdmovic),
nember of a noble Russian family which left Sorbis over a hundred years ago.
Maksimovich was educated in the Yugoslav Ecclesiasticel Acadeny and speaks Serbian
well. He is very popular among thoss Serbians in Shanghai who remain lo o

King Peter. Another lcader of this group 1s ll. A, Avdalovich {Avdalovie » former
captain in the Serbian Army who took part in the Civil War in Siberia in the ranks
of the White Russian Army. After the Civil War he resided in Harbin and ves
conrected with White Russian hewspapers., Later he arrived in Shanghai and at
present he 1s a coal broker. Awdalovich is a devoted follower of the Orthodox
falth and is closely connected with Archbishop John. Members of this Serbian group
have Chinese Government Residenta! Certificates which read "stateless of Yugoslav
origin," : '
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